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(page 174) .A reference would have been helpful 
in substantiating this argument. 
The Great Bible S2vindle is a worthwhile book 
.Mature Christians will probably find many 
cultural connections of which they had not been 
aware .I wish I had the book before seeing a 
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DVD of the Coen Brothers' ftlmA Serious Man 
recently .I now know that the biblical book of 
Job underlies this ftlm .Students and those with 
a casual interest in the Bible will find much to 
stimulate .Its light touch and contemporary 
relevance maintains interest. 
BIBLE SHAPED TEACHING 
by John Shortt 
Reviewed f?y Ken Badlry, Prrifessor of Education, George Fox University, Newberg, 
Oregon, USA 
Bible Shaped Teaching, - by John Shortt 
.Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock, 2014, 70 pages, 
ISBN 9781-162564-558-6 
What might it mean for Christian teachers to 
have their work shaped by the Bible? What 
might it mean for people who name Christ to 
have their whole lives shaped by the Bible, 
regardless of their profession? John Shortt 
wants to answer these questions in his accessible 
book, Bible Shaped Teaching .Shortt addresses 
his readers directly with the expository prose 
his readers will likely expect, but he seamlessly 
incorporates stories and even builds his 
answers around stories .This book is not about 
how to teach, but teachers who read it and 
take it seriously will likely view their teaching 
differently afterward. 
Short believes that the Bible's shaping should 
be both life-long and life-wide, by which he 
means that we are shaped through all the stages 
of life and in all the dimensions of life .He 
introduces those two ideals at the start of the 
book and returns to them at the end, albeit in 
the language of embodiment, wisdom and 
God's work in us. 
In chapter 2, Shortt asks what kind of book the 
Bible is .After considering several familiar 
metaphors for Scripture (such as light, 
foundations of a building, roadmap, instruction 
book, and spectacles), he suggests that we view 
the Bible as 'a new environment in which we 
find ourselves, a new ecology in which we live 
and move and have our being' (p. 8) and which 
'we should seek to inhabit' (p. 9) .Shortt does 
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not explore this metaphor at length in chapter 2 
but he promises to return to it repeatedly in later 
chapters (which he does). 
So many education books stick to mono-modal, 
expository writing .The stories in Bible-Shaped 
Teaching have the power to remind Shortt's readers 
of their own stories and of how those stories fit 
into bigger stories, and he invites his readers to 
locate their stories in the Big True Story of God 
rather than in such false stories as consumerism 
or reason .Shortt's chapters on stories (chapters 
3 and 4) are definitely gems, and they fit his larger 
theme of shaping because, in his view, 'living in 
God's story is one of the inter-related, 
overlapping, and mutually supporting ways in 
which we can be shaped by the environment of 
the Bible' (p. 25). 
In chapter 5, 'Metaphors We Live and Teach By,' 
Shortt reminds his readers that metaphors 
powerfully shape educators' thinking about 
students, curriculum, and the purposes of schools 
.He draws from Comenius and Parker Palmer 
to remind us about such images as hospitality, 
gardening, and service and to keep our critical 
antennae up for the increasing use of market 
metaphors in contemporary educational usage. 
So many writers who portray Jesus as a model 
for other teachers focus on his methods 
.Readers of Bible-Shaped Teaching will be relieved 
that Shortt focuses instead on such qualities 
of Jesus' teaching as its location in everyday 
life, its appropriateness for its listeners, its ability 
to provoke thought, the fact that it was 
memorable and, most importantly for Shortt, 
that it always arose out of love .A second way 
that Shortt varies from the usual Jesus-as-
teacher formula is by setting Jesus's teaching 
in an Old Testament context .Using the work 
of Walter Brueggemann, Shortt looks at the 
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teaching qualities of the Torah, the Prophets, 
and the Writings, noting in each case how Jesus's 
teaching aligned with those traditions. At several 
points in the book, Shortt uses quite pointed 
language to call his readers into action; one of 
those appears in his reflection on the prophet 
Amos .He writes, 'We rarely question how we 
look at life in the world .... We need prophetic 
teaching that shakes us up, that leads us to ask 
the big questions, to look at things in a new 
way .Our teaching, in turn, should be not only 
passing on the truth, telling students who they 
are, and making them secure in their identity, 
but also shaking them up, challenging them to 
think anew, to see things in a new and different 
way, and to question what they and everybody 
else around them seem to believe (p. 41).' 
Chapter 8, 'The Bible and the Content of our 
Teaching,' contains an accessible presentation 
of Reformed ontology as it relates to school 
curriculum and instruction .In brief, the 
amazing world that God made has many 
aspects (mathematical, geographical, and so 
on) and the academic subjects are windows 
into that world .Having presented that 
perspective on the world and the curriculum, 
Shortt illustrates his concern with Biblical 
integration language with reference to 
curriculum materials that decorate with 
Scripture .Decorate ... what a great word to 
denote the tendency some Christian educators 
have to find any verse apparently on the same 
topic as today's lesson and, having somehow 
included that verse in the lesson, think that they 
have done their job as Christian educators 
.Albeit briefly, Shortt presents a far more 
robust curricular model of curriculum and 
instruction .At several points in Bible-Shaped 
Teaching, I said under my breath, 'This chapter 
is worth the price of the book.' Chapter 8 
was one of those points. 
The book concludes, as promised, by returning 
to the more general question of what it means 
to have one's life and work shaped by 
Scripture, or, as Short makes clear, by God 
.The last two chapters serve as a clear and 
inspiring call to those who name Christ to 
inhabit the Biblical environment .The book 
raises questions (including literal questions at 
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the end of each chapter for further thought 
or group discussion). The book encourages 
and inspires. I recommend it to all readers 
without reservation, and believe it would be 
especially helpful for Shortt's intended audience 
of primary and secondary teachers in want 
of an accessible Christian perspective on the 
work of teaching. 
ON HOLY GROUND - THE THEORY AND 
PRACTICE OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
by Liam Gearon 
Reviewed i?J Ken Badlry} Prifessor of Education at George Fox University} 
Newberg} Oregon 
On Holy Ground - the Theory and Practice of 
Religious Education by Liam Gearon .New York: 
Routledge, 2014, 216 pages ,ISBN 978-0-415-
51710-2 
With On Ho!J Ground, Routledge adds a 
thoughtful and welcome volume to its growing 
list of titles related to religious education and 
Christian education .Gearon begins by taking 
his readers on a sobering tour of the rejection 
of the sacred, which rejection he views as the 
root of the modern project .After making stops 
at Darwin, Kant, and Marx, Gearon notes that 
religious education in the modern period 
requires 'a close reading of the texts of 
modernity' (p. 4). While Gearon does not 
burden his readers with too many details of 
such a reading, he does provide evidence 
throughout his volume that he has done that 
reading himself. 
He notes the three choices facing contemporary 
schools and school systems regarding religious 
education: do and say nothing about religion, 
allow confessional education, offer education 
about religion (which I call EAR) .While all three 
offer challenges both to educators and to 
believers, the third presents a particular problem 
for Gearon. That problem is this: believers 
consider religion to be about the holy, but EAR 
cannot or will not or does not know how to 
deal with the holy; it deals only with observable 
religious phenomena .Including EAR in the 
curriculum leaves the adversaries of religious 
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